attended by the President of IUPAC, the eminent chemist, Prof. Joshua Jortner of Israel and the Secretary General, Dr Ted Becker.
Financial support for the conference came from many sources including the American Chemical Society, whose President, Prof. Paul Walter, and Director of the Office of International Activities, Dr J. Malin, attended the conference.
The 12 plenary and two keynote lectures were the highlights of the conference. One hundred and thirty-five oral presentations in the form of parallel sessions were also given and two hundred and fifty posters were presented in two sessions.
The conference was organized by a team of chemists from the University of Natal, Durban (UND) and local Universities and Technikons and was chaired by Prof. Trevor Letcher and Dr Bice Martincigh of UND. The theme of the conference was 'Chemistry for the Development of Africa in the 21st Century'. An exhibition of books, chemicals and equipment was presented and was well patronized by the delegates. The conference was honoured in having Beilstein, the well known German chemical information service company, display their products.
The conference was also host to a number of other meetings, including a special meeting of the International Organization for Chemical Sciences in Development (IOCD), an historic meeting of IUPAC and the African Association of Pure and Applied Chemistry (AAPAC), a session given by the Chemical and Allied Industries Association on Responsible Care: Managing Health, Safety and Environmental Performance in the Chemical Industry, and a special meeting on low cost chemical education for local educators.
T. M. Letcher
8th International Symposium on Solubility Phenomena 5-8 August 1998, Niigata, Japan
The city of Niigata, due north of Tokyo on the Sea of Japan, was the site of the 8th International Symposium on Solubility Phenomena. The Symposium was chaired by Hideo Akaiwa, President of Gunma University, with Hiroshi Miyamoto of Niigata University as Vice-Chairman and Kyoshi Sawada of Niigata University as General Secretary. Joint organizers were IUPAC Commission V.8 (Solubility Data), The Japan Society for Analytical Chemistry and Niigata University. The Symposium also welcomed the sponsorship of IUPAC, The Science Council of Japan, The Chemical Society of Japan, The Japan Association of Solution Chemistry and the Japan Society of Coordination Chemistry. Financial support from The Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, Japan, four other foundations and two industries is acknowledged.
One hundred and fifty-four participants from 22 countries (Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Czech Republic, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Japan, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, UK and USA) took part. Of the scientific participants, 102 were from Japan and 40 from elsewhere. There were also 12 accompanying persons. The Symposium was reported in the local Niigata newspaper, with a photograph and mention of IUPAC.
Two days before the Symposium, Niigata was hit by a record 25 cm of rain in a few hours, flooding the storm sewer system and making many streets impassable, including that in front of the Bandai Civic Hall, the venue of the Symposium. Fortunately, everything but the elevator had dried out in time, and the main disruptions were to the annual meeting of Commission V.8 preceding the Symposium and the opening mixer.
Those taking part in the opening ceremonies were Hideo Akaiwa, President, Gunma University and Symposium chair; Masaaki Arakawa, President, Niigata University; Kosuke Isutsu, President, The Japan Society for Analytical Chemistry; David Shaw, Chair of IUPAC Commission V.8; and Jack Lorimer, IUPAC representative. Plenary lectures were given by George H. Nancollas (USA), 'The dissolution and growth of sparingly soluble inorganic salts: a kinetics and surface energy approach', and Kosuke Isutsu (Japan), 'Studies on the electrochemical approach to ion solvation'. Eight invited lectures were given by Mihaly Beck (Hungary), Hotoshi Watarai (Japan), Boris Spivakov (Russia), Pirketta Scharlin (Finland), Mark Salomon (USA), Heinz Gamsjäger (Austria), Jean-Claude Bollinger (France) and Masaaki Tabata (Japan). In addition, there were 37 contributed papers and 68 posters. H.L. Clever (USA) presented a special poster on the history of the Solubility Data Project. The invited lectures, contributed papers and posters covered the general areas of: chemistry of crystallization and dissolution; analytical chemistry related to phase transfer; thermodynamics and kinetics in solution; biomineralization; and compilation and evaluation of solubility data. Lectures and contributed papers were given in six sessions, and there was a very lively halfday poster session. It is planned to publish the plenary and invited lectures in Pure and Applied Chemistry under the editorship of Peter Fogg (UK).
Participants enjoyed an evening reception and the Symposium banquet, as well as a rainy and foggy halfday excursion to Yahiko Shrine and Mountain followed by a seaside barbecue. Accompanying persons were well looked after, with tours to a wealthy farmer's house and of Niigata City, as well as taking part in the traditional Japanese arts of flower arranging and the tea ceremony.
The organizers are to be congratulated on providing an excellently organized meeting that provided valuable new information on many aspects of solubility phenomena. The informal, friendly atmosphere during both the scientific meetings and social events left the participants with a deep appreciation of Japanese hospitality.
J. Lorimer
The 14th IUPAC International Conference on Physical Organic Chemistry
The 14th IUPAC International Conference on Physical Organic Chemistry (ICPOC-14) was held from the 16th to the 21st August 1998, in Florianopolis, Santa Catarina, Brazil, with an attendance of 260 people from 43 countries. With 14 meetings since 1972, ICPOC is one of the longest-running conferences sponsored by IUPAC, and has now met in Asia, New Zealand, the Middle East, North and South America, and Europe, and fulfills the IUPAC mandates of globalization and diversification.
The plenary lectures at the Florianopolis Conference illustrated the breadth of this field. By way of example, the keynote lecture by Professor Ronald Breslow (USA) 'The Hydrophobic Effect as a Mechanistic Tool' and others lectures by Professors Norma Nudelman (Argentina) 'The Role of Complexing Effects in Defining the Mechanisms of Some Organometallic Reactions', and Jose Riveros (Brazil) 'Recent Advances in the Energetics and Mechanisms of Gas Phase Ionic Reactions'. Other plenary lectures by K. Houk (USA), H. Iwamura (Japan), U. Tonellato (Italy), L. Radom (Australia), and D. Reinhoudt (the Netherlands), dealt with theoretical studies of molecules and reactions, reactions in aggregates, magnetic properties of radicals, and supramolecular chemistry.
The broad scope of the field has been presented in the Symposium-in-Print 'Physical Organic Chemistry for the 21st Century' (Pure Appl. Chem. 1997, 69, 211-292) , and copies of this report were distributed at this meeting, as has been done already at Conferences in Italy, Japan, Belgium and the USA, in addition to Internet posting <http://www.iupac.org>.
